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Espargaro clinches valuable points in tough Czech Grand Prix

Monster Yamaha Tech3 Team rider Pol Espargaro persevered against the challenging conditions at the Czech Grand Prix to finish
in 13tafter what was a tricky race for the 25-year-old. The Spaniard kicked off his round 11 campaign from 12 on the grid and immediately
ran with the factory MotoGP bikes at the front of the field. He slipped to 8t on the third lap but pushed onwards as he aimed to stay with the
leading group. As the track began to dry Espargaro was shuffled back, despite his best efforts, and by lap fifteen he was running in 13th,
Eventually, he met the chequered flag in this position to close what was a tough weekend. Today’s result sees the 2013 Moto2 title winner
move up to 7% and as the top independent rider in the 2016 World Championship standings and he now intends to produce a strong result
at the next round after tomorrow’s testin Brno.

Meanwhile, Bradley Smith endured a disappointing end to the event after unfortunately suffering with a technical issue which caused him to
retire from the Grand Prix. The Briton leapt forward from the middle of the fourth row of the grid and quickly set about moving through the

pack as he completed the opening lap in oth He was pushed back one position a short time later, but remained focused and did his best to
preserve his tyres for the second part of the race. However, at the midway point, the 25-year-old had to pit due to a technical issue with eight
laps left to run. Nevertheless, Smith fully aims to bounce back in front of his home fans at the British Grand Prix in a fortnight's time.

Pol Espargaro

Position: 13th Championship: 7t Points: 81
"This morning in the warm-up | struggled quite a lot in the wet
but to be honest, we managed to improve the bike
significantly for the race. Therefore, | was able to pass many
riders at the beginning of the GP as | felt really comfortable.
However, when the track started to dry, | began to face some
difficulties because | lacked grip and traction, but | tried to
keep my pace without making any mistakes so that | could
take home as many points as possible. | believe that today we
weren't able to use the electronics to their best potential, plus
| think the hard rear tyre would have been a better choice,
especially at the end of the race. Yet, | rode this compound for
two laps and | didn’t feel 100% happy with it, so we went for =
the option that we used in the warm up. Now | really hope that

we'll have a dry race in Silverstone because with no rain, we are usually strong and we will be able to show our
true potential."

Profil

Bradley Smith

Position: DNF Championship: 15th Points: 42

"Of course, it's disappointing to have another DNF for a technical issue, especially as my race was running
positively up until that point. The opening lap went quite well, and | was able to make up a few positions plus, | felt
quite comfortable on the bike. When the track started to dry, | could increase my pace and push harder so that |
could go with the guys close to me. Still, at the same time, | was looking after my tyres because | was certain that
tyre management would be crucial at the end of the race. Yet, unfortunately, | didn’t have the chance to prove that
as | had to pitin. The riders who | was close to before | pitted, ended up finishing in 5th and 6th so this is where |
would have seen myself at the end of the race and that definitely would have been a good result ahead of my home
GP. Considering that it was one of the weekends where we were closer to the front from the word go, it's a big
shame, but also due to it being the second time I've had to retire because of a technical issue in 2016, which is just
bad luck. However, with the test tomorrow, we will go over a few things which will boost my confidence for my home
Grand Prix at Silverstone, which is up next."

Profil

Hervé Poncharal - Team manager:

“On a day like today in the Czech Republic, we all know that anything can happen in the race due to the weather.
This is the third time this season, after Assen and Sachsenring, that we have had very difficult and mixed
conditions. Like a lot of riders on the grid, we went for the soft compound of tyre as it was the only one we tested
and with a lot of standing water this morning in warm up, it worked well. When the track dried out, it was clear to see
that the guys who gambled and chose the hard tyres had an enormous advantage. Our two boys did their best to
stay on track and lose as few positions as possible. Unfortunately, Bradley had to pit and retire due to a technical
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issue, which is a shame because he was having a strong race until then. Pol bravely put his head down, reached
the flag and got three points. The only thing that we can take as a positive is that Pol gained one position in the
championship due to some DNF’s. This is more of a weekend to forget than one to celebrate, but hopefully,
Silverstone will be dry and sunny. Plus, in addition, of course, | have to say congratulations to Cal for his victory
today!”

Pictures for editorial only - Copyright Monster Yamaha Tech3 2016

More pictures

GRAND PRIX CESKE REPUBLIKY

21 August 2016

TRACK DATA

Pole position : Left

Length : 5403 m

Width : 15 m

Corners : 14 (8 right, 6 left)
Longest Straight 636 m
Constructed 1987
Modified 1996

CIRCUIT LOCATION

Brno Circuit is located approx. 23 km from the Brno City Centre
and 30 km from the Brno Airport, 200 km from the Praha Airport and 170 km from
the Vienna Airport.

GPS Circuit Entrance: 49°12'16.42"N, 16°26'49.62"E
HISTORY

The world’s most famous riders have taken partin GP events in Brno since 1930,

where up until 1982 they would race through the villages and western parts of

the city on a road track named after the first Czechoslovak President - T.G.

Masaryk. A new circuit was built during the 1980s with the aim of attracting Formula 1 to Czechoslovakia, and in 1987 it played host to the
FIM Czech Grand Prix. Popular with both fans and riders, the new circuit is built in a natural bowl which is banked in places to offer
spectators an excellent view. Brno constantly changes in elevation as it sweeps across forested hillsides and its fast undulating corners test
rider talent and engineering to the limit.
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